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of her near relations, whom she fully consulted, by the
advice of the Queen of Navarre, the mother of Henri IV.,,
Charlotte deliberately renounced her odious and forced
profession, publicly abandoned the Abbey with two
other nuns, and sought protection at Heidelberg with
the Elector Palatine. The wrath of the Duke, her
father, the indignation of her Catholic relations and of
the whole Catholic world, was a natural result, which
the generous support of the Puritan Elector and his
wife enabled her to brave. At Heidelberg she was in
the centre of the Protestant ferment during the dread-
ful epoch of St. Bartholomew, and there for three
years she lived in continual contact with the preachers,
refugees, and chiefs of the Huguenot cause. It was in
the first days of her escape from the Abbey that
William seems to have seen her at the Elector's Court.
He cannot have seen her again. But now three years
later he is seized with a resolve to make her his
wife.

His lawful wife was still living. She was the heiress
of one of the great princes of Germany, and he could
not repudiate her without stirring them to wrath. To
marry a renegade nun was to call out execrations from
the whole Catholic world. To ally himself with the
royal House of France was to awaken all the jealousy of
rival nations and all the suspicions of his Oalvinist
people at home. He was immersed in debt; his life
was in hourly peril; he had hardly any home that he
could call ids own. He was no longer young, and was
older than his years. He had five living children by
ins two wives, and of these he had never seen much.
Nevertheless he resolved to marry a woman whom he